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07-31-2017
Dear Disability Determination Service:

Rachel comes in to the Detroit Office for a complete ophthalmologic examination. She is accompanied by her mother, Tanita, who provides the history. Apparently, Rachel has low vision and difficulties performing the tasks required in the classroom. She has a history of pigmentary retinal dystrophy and sees a retinologist by the name of Dr. Trese. When she does not wear her glasses, she has difficulties functioning in the classroom. She has not had eye surgery nor trauma. She has not had eye patching. She does not use eye drops. Overall, she is in good health and does not take medicines.
On examination, the best-corrected visual acuity is 20/40 on each side. This is with a spectacle correction of +7.50 –1.25 x 180 on the right and +7.50 –1.75 x 020 on the left. The near acuity through the distance correction measures 20/30 on each side at 14 inches. The pupils are equally reactive and round. The muscle balance shows a small esotropia. The muscle movements are smooth and full. Intraocular pressures measure 10 on each side with the iCare tonometer. The slit lamp examination is unremarkable. The media are clear. The fundus examination shows mild pallor to each optic nerve head. The cup-to-disc ratio is 0.2 on both sides. There is no edema. There are no hemorrhages. There are areas of bone-spicule pigmentation on both sides. The eyelids are unremarkable.
Visual field testing utilizing a Goldman-type kinetic test with a III4e stimulus without correction and with good reliability shows 130 degrees of horizontal field on the right and 120 degrees of horizontal field on the left.
Assessment:
1. Pigmentary retinal dystrophy.
2. Esotropia.
3. Hyperopia.

Rachel has clinical findings that are consistent with the history of pigmentary retinal dystrophy, esotropia, and hyperopia. Based upon these findings, one would expect her to have difficulties performing the visual tasks in the classroom environment when she does not wear glasses. However, with proper spectacle correction she should be able to perform all of the tasks required in the classroom and the work environment. She can read small print, distinguish between small objects, use a computer, and avoid hazards in her environment. Her prognosis is uncertain. Her disease is likely to be progressive although the rate of progression is highly variable.
Thank you for this consultation.

Sincerely yours,

_______________________________

Daniel S. Zuckerbrod, M.D., MPH
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